CLAIMS 

What is claimed is: 

I 

1 jjL / ] . A method foi/displaying hidden information on a display screen, the display 

2 screen displaying a plurality of application windows, a first window of the plurality of 

3 application windows obsduring the hidden information within a second window of the 

4 plurality of application Windows, comprising the steps of: 

5 a) creating a viewport as a topmost window in response to a first user 

6 interaction; / 

7 b) associating the second application window with the viewport in response to 
^ 8 a second user interaction; and 

;;§ c) displaying the hidden information in the viewport whenever the viewport is 

positioned over trie hidden information. 

H ^4 I 2. The method of claim 1, wherein a third application window obscures the 

\'i hidden information within the second window. 

1 3. The method of claim 1 wherein step (c) includes displaying a portion of the 

2 hidden information. / 

1 4. The method of claimf 1 wherein the creating step (a) includes providing an 

2 application viewport tool. / 

l 5. The method of claim 1 further comprising the step of: 
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2 (d) relocating the viewport wherein a first portion of the display 

3 occupied by the viewport and displaying tine hidden information is restored to a normal 

4 display of the first application window upon moving the viewport to a second portion of 

5 the display that is not contiguous with tHe first portion, 

1 6. The method of claim 1 further comprising the step of: 

2 (d) capturing the hidden information displayed within the viewport 

3 wherein the hidden information displaced within the viewport becomes invariant in 

4 response to a user interaction. / 

^ / 

:i 7. The method of claimf 6 further comprising the steps of: 

p2 (e) relocating tne viewport from a first portion of the display to a 

43 second portion of the display; and/ 

H (f) continuing/to display the invariant hidden information within the 

'M5 viewport. / 

1 8. The method of claim 1 wherein the viewport can be resized. 

1 9. The method op claim 1 wherein the viewport includes a plurality of 

2 viewports. / 



whefeinlthe vij 
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1 ^7 I ] . A system forf displaying hidden information on a display screen, the display 

2 screen displaying a plurality of application windows, a first window of the plurality of 

3 application windows obscuring the hidden information within a second window of the 

4 plurality of application windows, comprising: 

5 means for creating a viewport as a topmost window in response to a first 

6 user interaction; / 

7 means for associating the second application window with the viewport in 

8 response to a second pser interaction; and 

9 meant for displaying the hidden information in the viewport whenever the 
15 viewport is positioned over the hidden information. 

it 12. The system of claim 1 1, wherein a third application window obscures the 

12 hidden information within the second Window. 

\V 13. The system of claim 1 V wherein the displaying means includes means for 

'i displaying a portion of the hidden information. 

1 14. The system of claim fl 1 wherein the creating means includes means for 

2 providing an application viewport tiool. 

1 15. The system of claim 1 1 further comprising: 

2 means for relocating the viewport wherein a first portion of the display 

3 occupied by the viewport and displaying the hidden information is restored to a normal 
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4 display of the first application window upon moving the viewport to a second portion of 

5 the display that is not contiguous wrth the first portion. 

L 16. The system of claim. 1 1 further comprising: 

2 means for capturing the hidden information displayed within the viewport 

3 wherein the hidden information displayed within the viewport becomes invariant in 

4 response to a user interaction. / 

( 1 17. The system of claim 16 further comprising: 

m means for relocating the viewport from a first portion of the display to a 

5 second portion of the display; and 

means for ccmtinuing to display the invariant hidden information within the 
viewport. / 

[Ij 18. The system of claim 1 1 wherein the viewport can be resized. 

1 19. The systep of claim 1 1 wherein the viewport includes a plurality of 

2 viewports. / 

20. The system of je^aim 1 1 wherein the viewport includes a minimize all 
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21. A computer readab 
displaying hidden information on a 
of application windows, a first win 
the hidden information within a se 



e medium containing program instructions for 
display screen, the display screen displaying a plurality 
iow of the plurality of application windows obscuring 
ond window of the plurality of application windows, 
the program instructions comprising the steps of: 

a) creating a/viewport as a topmost window in response to a first user 

interaction; 

b) associating the second application window with the viewport in 
response to a second user inter action; and 

c) displayi lg the hidden information in the viewport whenever the 
viewport is positioned over th ; hidden information. 



22. The computer readable medium of claim 21, wherein a third application 
window obscures the hidden information within the second window. 

23. The computer readable medium of claim 21 wherein step (c) includes 
displaying a portion of the hidden information. 

24. The computer readable/ medium of claim 21 wherein the creating step (a) 
includes providing an application viewport tool. 



25. The computer readable medium of claim 21 further comprising the step of: 
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(d) relocating the vievport wherein a first portion of the display 
occupied by the viewport and displayin&the hidden information is restored to a normal 
display of the first application window upon moving the viewport to a second portion of 
the display that is not contiguous witll the first portion. 

/ 

26. The computer readable medium of claim 21 further comprising the step of: 
(d) capturing ^ie hidden information displayed within the viewport 
wherein the hidden information jlisplayed within the viewport becomes invariant in 
response to a user interaction. / 



27. The computed readable medium of claim 26 further comprising the steps of: 

(g) relocating the viewport from a first portion of the display to a 
second portion of the display; and 

(h) cominuing to display the invariant hidden information within the 

viewport. 



28. The computer readable medium of claim 21 wherein the viewport can be 



resized. 



29. The computer readable medium of claim 21 wherein the viewport includes 
a plurality of viewpor s. 
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30. The 



a minimize all b 




ter readable medium of claim 21 wherein the viewport includes 



31. A method for vievjng hidden windows on a display including a plurality of 
application windows, a portion of at least one application window of the plurality of 
application windows being obscured, comprising the steps of: 

a) creating a viewport displayed as a topmost application window in 
response to a user interaction; ind 

b) displaying at least a portion of the at least one application window 
being obscured in the viewport 

32. A system for viewing hidden windows on a display including a plurality of 
application windows, a portion of at least one application window of the plurality of 
application windows being obscured, comprising: 

means for creating a viewport displayed as a topmost application window 
in response to a user interaction; and 

means for displaying at least a portion of the at least one application 
window being obscured in the viewport. 
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